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Meditations on Corporate Worship 
     Worship is the joyful response 

of people to the glorious God who 

has revealed Himself in Jesus 

Christ.  Worship is to be an active 

part of a Christian’s life, both per-

sonally and corporately.  All of life 

is to be lived for the glory of God (1 

Cor. 10:31); and, the local church 

is to gather regularly, uniting a con-

gregation of worshipers into a uni-

fied body to respond to God, en-

gage with God, exhort one another, 

and be an example to unbelievers.  

 

     Here are a few guiding princi-

ples for corporate worship.  Corpo-

rate worship should be: 

God-focused – Worship is to be 

focused on the Triune God of the 

Bible.  Believers should boldly and 

humbly approach the throne of God 

with confidence through the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

We were created by God for God.  

We exist to glorify God by enjoying 

God. 

 

Christ-exalting – Worship is to be 

specifically focused on exalting the 

person and work of Jesus Christ.  

All good things come to us by virtue 

of the substitutionary death of Je-

sus Christ.  Thus, we are to cele-

brate our Savior each time we 

gather to worship. 

 

Spirit-empowered – Worship is to 

be empowered by the Holy Spirit.  

In worship, we are to yield our-

selves to the power of the Spirit 

and allow Him to say and do what-

ever He pleases  

 

Bible-saturated – Worship is to be 

informed by God’s Word.  The Bible 

contains God’s instructions for how 

we are to worship Him.  Thus, we 

are to saturate our worship gather-

ings with His Word.  The songs, 

prayers, readings, preaching, and 

ordinances should be perme-

ated with Scriptural truth.  

When we gather to sing 

praise to God, the content of 

the songs is more important 

than the particular style in 

which they are sung.  

 

Joyfully-reverent – Wor-

ship is to be both joyful and 

reverent.  The Bible says 

that God is pleased when we 

find our greatest joy in Him 

and when we have a proper 

reverence in His presence.  

God is holy and should be praised 

in the way He has ordained in His 

Word. 

 

Participatory/Congregational – 

Worship is to be congregational in 

nature. When the church gathers, 

we must guard against a spectator 

mindset.  Each believer should fully 

participate in every aspect of the 

worship service.  We do not gather 

to all individually meet with God. 

We gather to corporately worship 

our great God with one heart and 

one voice. 

 

Practically, at Christ Baptist Church, 

these guiding principles are culti-

vated in these ways: 

 

• We intentionally choose each 

song according to whether it is 

biblically accurate, theologically 

rich, God-centered, and helpful 

for building up the church. 

 

• We don’t mind breaking the 

“flow” of a service by including 

Scripture readings and prayers.  

We are far more interested in 

hearing from God’s Word than 

we are in creating an artificial 

feeling. 

 

• We prefer our music to be sim-

ple in order not to distract from 

the content of the songs.  Our 

volume is intentionally low in 

order to allow the voices of the 

people to drive the worship of 

God. 

 

• We are intentionally and over-

whelmingly in favor of participa-

tory singing (all the congrega-

tion singing together). 

 

• We read a lot of Bible in our 

services. 
 

For the Glory of Christ, 

Pastor Justin 

 

 Coming Up: 
 
• June 1 - Lord’s Supper 

 

• June 22 - Summer Care 

Group Starts 

 

• July 13 - Annual Summer 

Picnic (Westwood Park) 

Pursuing Maturity 



www.Christbc.com 

Resource Spotlight 

 

Christ Baptist Church 

New Hope Elementary School 

4826 Packhouse Road 

Wilson, NC 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:00 am - Bible Study 

10:15 am - Worship Service 

PM - Care Groups 

     Thank you for reading our newsletter. We are a new 

church in Wilson, North Carolina seeking to be faithful to 
Christ in all things. Please visit our website and get to know us 

through the many resources available.  
 

     However, the best way to get to know us is to come see 
what God is doing. Join us Sunday and sit under the exposi-
tion of God’s Word, celebrate the redemption found only in 

Christ, and meet a group of people who have been changed 
by the power of the gospel.  We would love to introduce our-

selves to you and get to know you. 
 

What to Expect at Christ Baptist Church: 
 

God-centered Focus 
Bible-saturated Preaching 
Christ-exalting Passion 

Joyfully-reverent Worship 
Family-strengthening Ministries 

Humble-hearted Relationships 

Don’t Waste 

Your Summer! 

One of the best ways to 

preach the gospel to 
yourself is to listen to and 

learn gospel-saturated 
songs.  Sovereign Grace 

Music is a gift from God to 
us.  They write and record 

songs that help us look 
upward to the all-sufficient 

Savior.  I would encourage 
you to get one or two of 

their CDs and begin to 
learn some of these 

Christ-centered songs for 
the joy of your own soul.  

Parents, serve your kids 

by teaching them solid 
theology through music. 
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John 4:23-24 
 

“But the hour is coming, and is 

now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for 

the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. God is 

spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and 

truth.” 

4 Truths about True 

Worship: 

1. God is seeking true 

worshipers. 

2. True worship is informed 

by the character of God. 

3. Only true worship is 

acceptable to God. 

4. True worship is only 
possible in and through 

Jesus Christ. 

True worship is described by 

Jesus as worship that is “in 
spirit and truth.”  Worship 

“in spirit and truth” means 
worship that has genuine 
emotions for God that are 

rooted in the truth of God. 

“Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 

that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells 
in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.” John 14:10-11 


